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Assessment goals and best practices

Your goal is to create a culture of formative assessment in your classroom. To do this, you will 
gather data, analyze it, and decide in the moment whether or not to change your instruction. 
Often, short-cycle, formative assessments are more informal in nature. For medium- and long-cycle 
assessments, however, evidence of student achievement will be collected relative to a longer period 
of instruction. Ultimately, you must identify what to improve upon for future lessons, or what you 
should come back to or reteach based on results.

Short-Cycle Assessments

In the moment, during a session.

� Thumbs-up/thumbs-down activity
� Hand thermometers
� In-class clickers
� Twitter voting

1. Reteach the skills in real time using 
 new methods.

2. Use your data to create small groups. 
 Then, reteach or reinforce the   
 corresponding lessons or skills during  
 group time.

3. Assign select students additional practice  
 (both online and print-based) to help fill  
 identified gaps.

4. Create small groups that can focus on  
 specific skills or lessons.

� Chapter tests
� Running records
� Cumulative presentations
� Common assessments
� Benchmark assessments

1. Adjust your longer-range instruction  
 based on interim assessment results.

2. Identify which content you can spiral  
 review in your daily lessons.

3. Backfill larger content gaps using a  
 multidisciplinary approach to instruction.

4. Give students ownership over their  
 learning by involving them or partnering  
 with them in scoring, criteria setting, goal  
 setting, and progress monitoring.

3–4 times per year, immediately following a 
larger instructional unit.

Medium- and Long-Cycle
Assessments

Formative assessment is not just about numbers. Many times, formative assessment data is 
based on informal data like observations and conversations.

Timing

Cautions

Examples

Best 
Practices

Formative assessments are not always formal, pen-and-paper assessments. 
Don’t be afraid to try new informal tactics like those listed above.

TIP


